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Photo from Cerro Negro Forest Council 
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Map from Taos soil and water 



Dendrochronology



The Core

Each is one year

This Ponderosa was 197 years old.
Height = 50 ft tall, diameter was 24 inches wide.
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Dendrochronology

Photo and analysis courtesy U.S. Geological Survey, sample collected by J.R. Logan 

When it began 
Fire Scars

Wood-boring insect trailsFire 
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Surface Fuels

Source: USFS



Surface Fuels - Why and What
- We measure surface fuels to provide a forest 

wide “inventory” of fuels.
- Fuels are measured as 1, 10, 100, and 1000 

hour fuels.
- A fuel “hour” isn’t how long it takes a fuel to 

burn, rather how long it takes for a fuel to 
reach the local humidity.

Source: USFS
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Wait, did surface fuels go up?

- Yes, the amount 
of surface fuels 
increase after 
thinning.

- This can be 
caused by a lack 
of mastication or 
chipping.



Tree Diversity and Density 



Trees per acre 
El Salto Cerro Negro



Tree and shrub diversity  



Benefits- Watershed & Fire Mitigation 

Catastrophic Fire/High Intensity Fire 
Photo Credits: Taos News- Hondo Fire

Prescribed Burn/Low Intensity Fire 
Photo Credit: NM Fire Info



Benefits- Watershed 



Benefits- Wildlife & 
Vegetation

Photos Taken in El Salto



Our Next Steps….

Creating a Proposal 
with Cerro Negro 
Forest Council

● Video 
● Brochure
● Leñero Interviews


